
the book above what it really is, a brief, compact, and
very useful compendium of our present knowledge in
regard to the sympathetic. No ill formed and half-
digested theories of the author are advanced to lend to
the book an air of originality, but the author modestly
keeps himself in the background. For these reasons
the book is deserving of commendation, and any one
desiring to know what is the present state of informa-
tion on almost any question in regard to the sympa-
thetic will be likely to find it stated intelligibly in a
few words.
The author mentions an experiment in regard to the

condition of the blood-vessels during sleep, which is of
interest. " Hearing it suggested that if sleep is de-
pendent on cerebral anaemia, amyl nitrite, which pro-
motes the circulation in the brain, should awaken
sleeping persons, I tried it one evening. With the aid
of my nurse I very carefully applied a few drops of
the drug to the nostrils of ten or twelve patients who
were sound asleep, and in every case they awoke in
less than one, or at most two, minutes. This was re-

peated on several evenings, and on different patients,
but with a uniform result. Lest it might be the odor
of the drug, or its irritation of the fifth nerve, or my
presence near the bed, I tried, on other occasions, bi-
sulphide of carbon and oil of peppermint, but succeeded
in awakening not a third of those on whom they were
employed."
From the closing sentences in regard to trophic

nerves it would seem that Dr. Chapin does not accept
the view that there are. such nerves distinct from vaso-
motor and sensory nerves.
So condensed is this book, and it is so almost en-

tirely a record of experiments and opinions of others
thnrr the author, it is not possible to give an exteirded
review of the facts and theories presented. So far as
a careful reading can discover it is correct, and the au-
thors quoted or referred to are not misrepresented.
As references are given any one can satisfy himself on
this point in regard to any subject in which he is in-
terested.

The Student's Guide to Medical Case-Taking. By
Francis Warner, M. D. Lond., etc. Philadel-
phia: Presley Blakiston. 1881.
The author of this little book, a 12mo of two hun-

dred pages, held during three years the office of med-
ical registrar to the London Hospital. Impressed,
whilst holding that office, with the need of the student
of some guide as to what to observe in case-taking,
and how to arrange his observations methodically, be
offers this volume for the use of the student at the bed-
side. It is well arranged, and will be found convenient.

A Manual of the Practice of Medicine, designed for
the Use of Students and the General Practitioner.
By Henry C. Moir, M. D. New York. 1881.
This book comprises 450 12mo pages, and treats of

every disease which is likely to come under the notice
of the practitioner. The author's object has been to
present to the student and to the busy practitioner a
book in which a single point may be easily looked up,
and in which the morbid anatomy, aetiology, symptoms,
and treatment of every disease are so arranged that
any one disease can be quickly reviewed.
The student will cram, and some practitioners will

be very busy, hence books ot this class will be pub-

lished. The present volume is certainly very con-
densed. At the end are to be found about four hun-
dred prescriptions arranged in alphabetical order, ac-
cording to their therapeutical uses.

A Guide to the Clinical Examination of Patients and
the Diagnosis of Disease. By Richard Hagen,
M. D., Privat docent to the University of Leipsic.
Translated from the second revised and enlarged edi-
tion by G. E. Gramm, M. D. Philadelphia and New
York: Boericke and Tafel.
The excuse that there is an absolute necessity for

more students' and busy practitioners' guides, aids, ref-
erence books, vade mecums, etc., etc., will scarcely avail
the writer, translator, or publisher much as a passport
to support and patronage. The main difficulty of these
two much-considered classes of the medical fraternity
must be at present to make a choice. The task of
aiding them in this we find not only difficult but invid-
ious. We think they will not go far wrong if they
provide themselves with one book compiled by an

American, one by an English, and one by a German
author. The present volume might represent the last
mentioned. It, too, has its good points. The second
and last edition of the original was published nearly
ten years ago, but that is not a matter of great con-
sequence in a book of this kind.

The Student's Manual of Histology, for the Use of Stu-
dents, Practitioners, and Microscopists. By Charles
H. Stowell, M. D., Assistant Professor of Physi-
ology and Histology at the University of Michigan.Detroit: George S. Davis. 1881.
It is a little difficult to assign this work its proper

place. It does not pretend to be a thorough treatise on
histology, and yet it is more ambitious than most of the
works on technical methods, of which we have of late
seen so many. It has a great many figures, most of
which are from approved sources, out they are, as a
rule, poorly executed. There are some discussions in
the text which would suggest a larger work, as for in-
stance, that on the origin of the red blood corpuscles.
Dr. Stowell is evidently very well read on his subject,
and there is a good deal that is valuable in the book.
His remarks on the recognition of blood corpuscles for
medico-legal purposes deserve praise for the caution
which characterizes them on some points. Among
these, however, we cannot class his instruction to wash
and then stain corpuscles from a clot that may be too
highly colored.
In the chapter on bone there is a very serious error

due to confounding bone corpuscles with lacunae. On
page 84 there is a figure of two of the latter, canaliculi
and all, described as the former. This is the more ex-
traordinary that on the very next page we are told that
in the living bone the lacunae contain protoplasmic cel-
lular matter.
In the chapter on the connective-tissue group we

are surprised to find that migratory cells are described
as lymph cells out of their proper places, which latter
fact we think an assumption. The book has merits
and defects like most others but, like many others also,
it does not have a satisfactory raison d'etre. It does
not pretend to fill the place of an elaborate treatise and
we have plenty of good manuals telling the student
how to work. T. D.
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